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Hall of Fame: 
Life stories of New Zealand Women 

and community- 'Bish' represented 

both (not always to the same 

individuals). 

In one of the longer reflective 

contributions Professor Margaret 

Dalziel puts the case fo r the or

dered, somewhat austere regime of 

the old-style single-sex Hall which 

is now a thing of the past (in 1993 

'Bish' became a mixed hall of 

residence). An 'orderly social 

environment', she suggests, 'con

trolled some of the stress of emerg

ing into the adult world where we 

are faced with becoming fully 

autonomous.' Such a way of life, 

'released much more moral energy 

for ... studies' and rendered less 

likely social or psychiatric distur

bance amongst young adults 2 The 

contributions in Hall of Fame testify 

to the success of its former residents 

but they also illustrate how regu

lated communities were totally 

eclipsed in the late 1950s and early 

1960s. Martha Vicinus's influential 

Independent Women' provides a 

fascinating comparative discussion 

of an earlier experiment in socio-
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THERE IS AN OUTSIDE 

possibility that the title of this 

book- a celebration of the Anglican 

Bishop Julius Hall in Christchurch

might be mistaken for a work 

detailing that thoroughly American 

of institutions: the sporting hall of 

fame. Different though they may be, 

both have a common purpose: 

putting on public display a 'roll of 

honour'. For Bishop Julius Hall the 

roll comprises 68 former residents 

and staff writing about their lives, 

or being written about. The contri

butions are the result of the Hall's 

75th Anniversary. 

Rather like the opening night of 

a weekend reunion Hall of Fame 
conveys snatches of a great many 

conversations in which decades of 

life are summarised in a few 

comments and a handful of snap-

shots. Lives are condensed into 

short exchanges and telescoped 

back to the point in common - the 

one or two years spent as students 

eating mince and cabbage for 

Saturday lunch and clamouring for 

one of the three baths allowed each 

week. In this sense it is necessarily 

uneven, darting about in glimpses: 

a kaleidoscope rather than a 

composition. Setting these recollec

tions alongside Alison Mackinnon's 

recent study Love and Freedom. 
Professional Women and the Reshaping 
of Personal Life1 provides a context 

beyond the tantalising overview in 

Katie Pickles' Introduction. Themes 

which run through many of the 

pieces include the dominant 

voca tion of teaching, the interweav

ing of those sometimes antagonistic 

worlds of love and life of the mind, 

and the attractions of independence vocational alternatives to domestic 
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life for single women. 

But there are rea lly two revolu

tionary currents running through 

the nearly eight d ecades encom

passed in Hall of Fame. One lies in 

the expectations of women. The 

other is in the Anglican Church . 

When Bishop Julius vacated 

Bishopscourt in 1917 to make room 

for young women undertaking 

higher educa tion he had in mind 

encouraging a training which would 

suppl y quality teachers for schools 

in the diocese. At a time of height

ened sectarian feeling in New 

Zealand, the move was part of the 

Bishop's d esire to stem the tide of 

secular education. The vision of a 

relig ious teaching order, fervently 

held by the Hall's first principal, 

Maria Marchant, failed at the outset 

(only one student expressed any 

interest in such a vocation). 

Marchant left in short order and 

died in lnvercargill the following 

yea r (the text does not directly 

rela te the two events). Notwith

standing this less than auspicious 

beginning the Hall prospered. 

Conservative sections of the 

Anglican Church may well ha ve 

cause to consider the wisdom of 

Bishop Julius's philanthropic 

gesture. Instead of preparing 

themselves to staff diocesan schools 

as teachers, a number of the 'Bish' 

residents have become the central 

force within their parishes. And not 

con tent to serve solely on flo wer 

rosters, have, like Greymouth's 

Ruby Jones, claimed a place in the 

synod, and, more latterly, taken 

their places as ordained clergy. 

Higher education, som e always 

knew, could go a long way. -"' 

NE\Y/ ZEALAND S T UDIES 

Alison Mackinnon, Love and Freedom. 
Professional Women and the Reshaping of 
Perso1Inl Life, Cambridge University Press: 
Melbourne, 1997 
E. Margaret Dalziel in Hall of Fame, p.55 

3 Martha Vicinus, l11dependent Women. Work 
and Colmnullity for Siiigle Womell, 1850-
1920, Virago: London, 1985. 

DR CHARLOTTE MacDONALD is 

Senior Lecturer ill History at Victoria 

University of Wellington and was one 

of the editors of The Book of New 

Zealand Women. 

STOUT RESEARCH CENTRE 

New Zealand 
'FOR 1HE STUDY OF 'NEW Z EALAND 

Notes ~Queries 
'HISTORY, SOC IETY &'CULTURE 

K OT A RE: NE\Y/ ZEA LAND NOTES AND Q.UERIES is a new bi-annual 
journal devoted to New Zea land studies, published by the Stout 
Research Cen tre. It is available on annua l subscription- individual 
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Modelled on Oxford University Press's long-running Notes a11d 
Queries, Kotare provides an avenue for brief scholarly articles on a 
range of New Zea land subjects- history, literature, bibliography, 
lexicography, language and culture- and will encourage the 
publication of manuscript material buried in archives around the 
country. Like its English counterpart, the journal will also include 
reviews of scholarly books (though not of fiction or poetry), and a 
forum for readers ' queries (and replies to them!) and for scholars 
to let others know of wo rk in progress. 

Volume One: Number One, October 1998, includes articles by 
Stephen Hamilton, Gisell e Byrnes, Lawrence Jones, Graeme 
Kennedy, Janet Holmes, Desmond Hurley, Rowan Gibbs and 
Dominic Alessio. 

Contributions for further issues are invited- please contact the 
editor for submission requirements. Potential reviewers- please 
send short CVs to indica te your interest. 
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