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ABSTRACT | This is an excerpt from The King of Bangkok. Originally
appearing in Chapter 3, the section we present is a flashback that follows
the book’s protagonist, Nok, on his journey to the island of Koh Pha-Ngan
in the Gulf of Thailand. Nok has secured work on a construction site there
during the height of the country’s economic boom. The section demonstrates
how opportunity and precarity, excitement and devastation are fundamental
forces animating and shaping the experiences of migrant workers like Nok.
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BROTHER, | DON'T 0ARE ABOUT THE FARANG.
I HAVE A KID AND A WIFE TO FEED. | JWT
HOPE THERE § WORK FOR ME.

g 7
=

| T -
L YOU SPENT TOO MUCH

o -~
WEp%mwa u\/Nmp d TIME UP IN THE VILLAGE, YOR
TORRTY. 4 BRAIN I SHRINKING. YOUNEED TO
_— EXPAND YOUR HORIZONY/
8
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MIPUBET
PEBSITA, XOTUTE
TAHLEBATB?Y

- HACBOJKA! -

BUT | HAD MISYED HONG AND OUR AQVENTURES.
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JULAK JAYS THAT OUR
OOUNTKY RUNS ON TWO

WHEELY: BUDDHISM, THE WHEEL OF
mnmwm AND MONAR(HY, THE
WHEEL OF POWER. THE TWO WHEELY
SHOULD SUPPORT EACH OTHER, BAT

THE WHEEL OF POWER HAY

BECOME GREEDY AND DOEY

NOT LRTEN TO THE WHEEL
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LOOK AROUND YOU: HALF-NAKED TOURISTS DRINKING, LOud Mudi

PLAYING EVERYWHERE, THA YOUTH RUNNING AFTER THEM... 30.... IF GLOBALIZATION
GLOBALIZATION MAKEY W} FEEL STRONG AND RIOH. BUT WHAT I} 30 TERRBLE, WHY ARE
ARE WE OJING IN THE PROCESY? YOu GOING TO AN ILAND

FUL OF TOURKTY?
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TRY TO SLEE? IF YOU 0AN.
OUR SHIFT STARTS IN A
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BUDNAONE |
REMRT AFTER
ANOTHER ..

IT'S ALL INTERNATIONAL LOANS,
FOREIGN INVESTMENT, STOCK

7" HOLD ON, YOURE TELUNG ME
HE R BULOING AL CF T WiT
ROMEONE ELYE S MONEY?

TE VILAGE. WERENOTN
THE VILLAGE HERE THAY 1t MONEY
FROM AMERIOA, FROM JAPAN. FROM

INTERNATIONAL BANKY, FROM THE IMF...

*'(ONG DERM” BY AUAVEE
FROM THE ALBUM “JAPPAROT.”

Commoning Ethnography | 2020 3(1): 70-90



Excerpt: The King of Bangkok 78

HEY SWEETIE, JAY Wl
TO DANY... ! LOVE YOU.
OAN'T WAIT TO SEE

YOU AGANN.
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AREYOUREALY
SONATo Mot Pove |

ON, YOURE YOUN i STRAIGHT T0 BE)
M ke oTE AGAIN? THAVE 0H BA)
“hemine | | ke or

e rTeE. 4 HERE.NOKIY A LOYT

CAUSE BUT IHAD HIGHER
EXPEOT/%?ON& FROM
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UKE THIS HE MAY
AXK THE BORY TO
/ PROMOTE

9
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WEVE JUT RECENED oo INDDE THE BULDING AT THE
1 Mam/raf THE ACUDENT...

THE ROYAL PLAZA HOTEL HAD
COLLAPOEDY T JEEMP XE T A
FRUTAL A AT

You &HOW.D;LEAKN l-IlM
YOU GOT HERE YOU'VE NEVER G0

gz
3%

CALM DOWN THE TWO OF YOU. | HAVE A TERRIBLE HEADACHE. THE FULL MOON PARTY 1§ TOMORROW. PEOPLE
kammwmswomoomemmnmwwve BEENYOUREOOMING.’

100
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YEAH, THEY'RE BURTING MY BALLY TO GO OUT...
I JWT WANT TO JLEEP.

HAVE YOU BEEN

TAKING TO HONG?

You SOUND JWT
LIKE HM...
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| HAD NO IDEA WHAT YA-BAA WAY, BUT AFTER A FEW JIPY
THE PAN AND THE HEADACHE WENT AWAY.

| BROTHER, -
WHAT I THAT WT7 S
WHY DON'T You TELL
3 S ME BEFORE? IVE BEEN BEY
W T ToToN... /’

"

|

'S CALLED
YA-BAA, (RAZY
o MENONE,

IT (WRES ALL
THE PAINBUT
IT AN MAKE

YOULOSE YOUR

\ MIND.

HONB WAS FROBABLY RIGHT. BUT FROM, THAT
DAY, WHENEVER | FELT TIRED, | JUST CLMBED
DOWN AND TOOK A 3.

104
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NOK, YOR
2 WIFES ON THE

PHONE. 4E

YT
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MY FATHER 1§
REALLY SI0K. ANY
(HANCE | COuLD GET A

WEEK OFF T0 G0
SEE WIM?

';""l. o
(7Y

D0 YOu KNOW

HOW MANY PEOPLE £y BEMIES,
WORK HERE? YOUVE JEEN HOW YOR PATHER
EAIT CONOTRUCTION MOEY. o WL NEED
WE RN ON (RENT HERE AND - Money FR
EVERY DAY Y GETTNG | MEN, RiGHT
HARDER TO REPAY. i
o
| 0ANT WAT &
LD g
YOURE FRE , TTAY.
1
THE BOM TREATE) ME
LKE PEOPLE IN_ BANGKOK
WE) TO, AY F | WAY
AN ANMAL. BUT MAYBE
HE WAY RIGHT ABOUT
THE MEDIONEY. | HAD
(OME TO THE KLAND TO
SUPPORT MY FAMLY AND

106
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'M GONG TO AX HM IF
| 0AN WORK MORE HOURY, MAYBE
Z-4 MORE EVERY DAY...

M THE MAN AND
M TELUNG YOu {"
JEND MORE MONEY'

T WAY THE FRT TME

| HAD EVER HOUTED AT GA

ONFORTUNATELY IT WAIN'T
THE LALT.

0 R i ‘»f.;":“»""' ARSI -
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, : ONSHIP WITH GAI WA GETTING
TEN&EKT/géDTEN&ER.I?UTMYFEADDOWNANDWOQKED.AFTEKAFEWMONTH&MPAIN&OAME&AOK.

TOLD ME THAT | COUld GET YA-BAA PILLY. YOU (RUM THEM, SPRINKLE
IFT PIPE. THE PAN IMMEDIATELY
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GOBAK
TO WORK/ THERE'S
NOTHING TO
JEE.

109
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