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testimony, and the way a record of any type can have many and often 
conflicting meanings, and context is vital. For example, in Wendy Duff 
and Jefferson Sporn’s essay on “The Question of Oral Testimony in the 
Archival Concept of Evidence”, they observe “evidence in testimony is 
found in the relationships and contingencies surrounding and between 
a record and an event. Evidence is found not just in what is said but in 
ways in which the testimony emanates from the historical, institutional 
and mediating milieus that surround and contextualise it” (pp.30-31). 
Further, “by directly engaging the human elements of history, first 
person accounts burn through what Hartman calls the ‘cold storage of 
history’ and give texture to memory or to images that otherwise would 
have only sentimental or informational impact” (p.32). In recording oral 
testimony, Duff and Sporn describe the value of interviewee and witness 
creating knowledge together, “knowing with rather than knowing 
from”. Viewers of oral testimony become secondary witnesses, taking 
responsibility for remembering into the future.

In “Carry it Forward”, Caswell, Gabriola, Brilmyer and Zavala 
address Cox’s discussion of the ethical aspects of accountability, 
interpreting accountability in terms of community-based archives. They 
describe archives as “instruments through which communities are 
simultaneously responsible to past and future generations” (pp.48-49).

The book as a whole is original, thought-provoking and 
sometimes surprising – for example, I had not realised Cox was a skilful 
amateur painter, and his landscape oil paintings appear both as the 
cover art and throughout the paperback, supplementing occasional 
photographs of archival contexts, providing a colourful and appealing 
side-light on his many interests.

I would recommend both books. As far as technical aspects go, 
both are well-edited, both are well-referenced, both have useful indexes 
and interesting illustrations, both are well set out, and the type-face 
is easy to read. I enjoyed reading both books, and am looking forward 
to reading them again. It is likely I will use both in my teaching and in 
helping me think further about the archival work I do.

Belinda Battley
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