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Project (www.kahurumanu.co.nz) and the ‘19th Century Black 
Maps’ application on ECan’s Canterbury Maps website (https://
canterburymaps.govt.nz/).

The preservation image files have been saved in the 
Government Digital Archive, and access images can be viewed on 
Archives New Zealand’s online finding aid, Archway (www.archway.
archives.govt.nz, series 23142). 

As the digitisation of the Canterbury plans progressed, 
increased funding from LINZ, who contributed the bulk of the 
spend, allowed for the scope to expand to the capture of the roll 
maps of Westland, Nelson and Marlborough (also held by Archives 
Christchurch), and the Otago and Southland Land Districts (held by 
Archives Dunedin), extending free access to everyone.
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Staveley Historical and Geological 
Museum

Kathleen Stringer

Ashburton District in Mid Canterbury is home to numerous museums. 
Some are thematic: aviation, trains, vintage cars and fire, while others 
are location based, such as Methven, Rakaia and Mt Somers. Staveley 
falls under the later heading although, with a twist, it also has an 
extensive collection of geological specimens, from this region and 
beyond. The Staveley Historical and Geological Museum, located in 
Staveley, just before the foothills (or hilly part of the otherwise flat 
Ashburton area) is housed in the old Springburn School.

The Museum tells the story of a small, but lively area containing 
Mt Somers, Alford Forest, Springburn, Bushside and Staveley. As some 
of the local place names suggest, the area was a heavily forested one. 
This was a bountiful source of food for Maori; a local fowling tree, Hine 
Paaka is remembered as a local landmark for many years until recent 
times. The trees also attracted bushmen and other settlers. For a time 
it was prosperous and well populated. But wood was not the only 
resource this small area could offer. Coal, silica sand and limestone 
were used locally as well as abroad. For a time it looked as if the area 
would be exceedingly rich as a diamond strike was recorded, although 
soon proven to be a false one.

For some, the attraction is the geological collection, established 
by a former Springburn School headmaster Tom Campbell, and added 
to over the years. For others it is the small collection of generic and 
specific objects that tells the story of the area, industries and people of 
the area.  

However, for most the Museum’s real asset is the large 
collection of photographic images as well as archives. While some of 
the more fragile material has been donated to the regional museum, 
in Ashburton (after being scanned), much of the collection remains 
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in Staveley. The entire collection has been catalogued and is easily 
accessible to researchers. Many of the visitors come to inquire about 
family and the welcoming volunteers have a breadth of knowledge 
that enables even the vaguest of researchers to go away with some 
titbit of information. 

Those of us working in larger institutions sometimes forget 
the passion that locals have for their history. I was lucky enough to be 
in the Museum, examining the collection, when it was closed. Three 
locals, including a young boy, heard me banging about and came 
into to see who was in ‘their’ museum. While it is easy to say such 
valuable records should be stored in ‘proper’ archives with controlled 
environmental conditions, it seems a shame that the materials should 
be removed to a larger center, removed from the community that 
generated them. 

The volunteers’ passion for the collection has seen it reboxed, 
using archival boxes and enclosures, and the archive room has 
its environment controlled by dehumidiers. This museum gives 
an example of how, with education, funding and support, a small 
community can successfully maintain their archives in appropriate 
conditions. 

The collection is also a reminder that very valuable material 
can be hidden away and considered ‘lost’ simply because it is not 
to be found in large institutions or databases. For example, a rather 
insignificant looking minute book, with only a few pages was found to 
be the Staveley Bushman’s Association, which listed prices for timber 
but also the members. This record is invaluable as these men were 
often itinerant or, having no land, missing from electoral rolls of the 
early 1800s. While time for outreach is often limited, maybe we, as 
professional archivists, should take the time to reach out to smaller, 
volunteer run, museums

In the near future the Museum will be sharing some of their 
photographic collections via their new facebook account and 
refurbishment will see new interactive displays and activities for 
children. It is certainly a museum to watch.
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Archive Stories, Archive Realities

Jared Davidson

In May 1840, a furious William Hobson learned from a passing ship’s 
captain that the New Zealand Company in Wellington had set up its 
own form of government. Stinging from the usurped authority and 
high treason of the colonists, Lieutenant-Governor Hobson issued 
two proclamations. In the name of Her Majesty, Hobson claimed 
sovereignty over Aotearoa New Zealand. The North Island was 
claimed by cession via Te Tiriti o Waitangi (despite the fact that hui 
with rangatira were still being held across the country, and despite 
having only two signed sheets in his possession). The South Island was 
claimed based on Captain James Cook’s ‘discovery’.

Having asserted sovereignty with the stroke of a pen and the 
stamp of a Paihia printing press, Hobson hastily despatched Colonial 
Secretary Willoughby Shortland to Wellington. With him were troops 
from the 80th Regiment, mounted police and orders to dismantle 
any New Zealand Company council, flags or insignia he found. 
They arrived on the evening of 2 June and sent copies of Hobson’s 
proclamations ashore, but Wellington weather prevented an official 
landing. Shortland and four members of the police force finally landed 
near Pipitea Pā on the afternoon of 4 June, where they were met by 
Colonel Wakefield and others of the New Zealand Company. Here, 
Shortland read Hobson’s proclamations, and the legal fiction of crown 
sovereignty was officially enacted.

The proclamations of sovereignty were indeed a legal fiction, 
for they ignored some crucial caveats: those who signed Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi signed a Māori-language document that never ceded 
sovereignty, and in tikanga Māori, or Māori law, ceding sovereignty was 
impossible.1

Hobson’s claim of discovery stretched legal fiction into pure 
fantasy. ‘There is a certain strange magic in the belief that waving a 
piece of coloured cloth could transfer indigenous lands to someone 


