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Archifacts statement - October 2021 

The Memory of the World programme was established by UNESCO in 
1992. The objectives are to raise awareness of the significance of unique 
documentary heritage and to support preservation and access to these 
collections. The Aotearoa New Zealand register was initiated in 201 O by 
the New Zealand National Commission for UNESCO and now features 46 
inscriptions. 

Inscription 46 is for the Ursula Bethell Collection at the Macmillan Brown 
Collection, University of Canterbury. Jane Wild, Chair of the UNESCO 
Memory of the World Aotearoa New Zealand committee, notes that the 
posters published in Archifaets support the programme's objectives around 
visibility. The inscription process during lockdowns in 2020 and 2021 
continues to provide challenges with conferences and other opportunities 
for promotion constrained by Covid-19 lockdowns. It is helpful to share 
the posters for each inscription, which link back to the refreshed Aotearoa 
New Zealand Memory of the World website: https:/ /unescomow.nz/ 

We warmly invite archives and libraries across Aotearoa to contribute to 
building our unique documentary heritage register. 

Nominations for the 2022 register close on 31 May 2022 and Expressions 
of Interest can be sent up to 31 March 2022. 
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UNESCO Memory of the Woo1d 
Aotearoa New Zealand 

Much the most complete 
& clear writing that has 
been done in this country. 

Ursula Bethell Collection 

Bett..l was a pivotal figure n the Chnstchurch 
arts convnunity, and among her friends were 
many of the major artistic and Inera,y f,gu,es 
of the day. Her correspondents onclude Cha,Jes 
Brasch. O'An:y C,esswe!f, Allen ClJ'now, Den~ 
Cilo\le<, and Moote Holcroft. 

"The s,gnifCance of Mary Ursula Bethell .-. 
the deYelopmeot of New Zealand poetry, and 
New Zealand let1ers more broadty, cannot be 
OYereStunated. Her poetry, which she oo1y 
began to write fl any senous way when she 
fnally settled 11 New Zealand at the age of hfty. 
reflected a keen awareness of contemPorar)' 
trends in modernist li1erature, OOll'ished on 
IMde read11g n Engilsh and Freoch wotk. 
Her inlefe'Sl S extended beyond poetry: she 
was a painter ot no little ability, an integral part 
of the local an comm.my, and a correspondent 
par e><cellence. 1.-the writing of letters 
became her 'WOrk', and she wrote frequently 10 
a wide range of correspondents. about poe1ry 
and hteratUfe, about the arts more broadty, and 
about theology and so,ntualily." Professor 
Peter Whrteford. 

The ooflect,on spans the years 1890 10 1945, a 
period of rapid transformat10rt in New Zealand's 
cultural his1ory, Bethell was wnting during the 
decades when two W0<1d wars, and economic 
and social change brought about a devetoc'1Q 
sense ol nattOnal idenlity 111 New Zealand. Her 
wrltUlQ reflects and amplifies thrs, yet does not 
fal back on nallOnalistlC tropes. Her poems 
show hew the environment and c.onditions of 
New Zealand impeded the comp!ete IITlitatoon 
of English poetry, and led 10 the adal)tat,on of 
a locally distinct style. 

Archive Location 

MacmNlan Brown Library 
Unrversity of Canterbury 
Te Whare w ananga o Waitaha 
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